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EDITION COMPARISON

3rd Edition 2nd Edition

NEW
Updates
This edition contains numerous significant textual 
changes from the previous edition. These include 
6 new chapters, many other textual changes, 
a newly integrated teaching strategy, stronger 
differentiated instruction, and modernized 
sections on digital literacy and writing skills. The 
page count has decreased from 400 to 372, and 
the lesson count has increased to 180. The number 
of long writing assignments has been decreased 
to allow more time for revision. Smaller writing 
assignments correlated to grammar instruction 
have been added.

Because of these changes, this edition is not 
compatible with its predecessor.

Content Updates

 • Increased the number and quality of mentor texts

 • Reduced the number of full-length writing 
assignments from 8 to 5

 • Increased time available for the stages of the writing 
cycle

 • Added learning targets to the worktext

 • Enhanced differentiated instruction in the teacher 
edition

 • Reorganized writing lessons using Practice the Skill, 
Review the Skill, and Use the Skill

 • Replaced Extra Practice and Keeping Up with 
concept reinforcements

 • Replaced cumulative reviews with preassessments

 • Enhanced and added digital literacy instruction

 • Added 6 research and writing chapters (interview, 
library research, classification essay, internet research 
skills, process essay, opinion essay)

 • Removed 6 corresponding chapters and converted 2 
to shorter Writing Workshops

Textbook Snapshot
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• punctuate the four types of sentences.

• choose the most effective sentence type.

I WILL

END PUNCTUATION
Have you ever seen a text message that was all caps? This format 
showed the tone of the message—the attitude of the sender about 
what he or she was saying. Using all caps is like shouting at someone in 
your text.
The choice of end punctuation can have a similar effect on tone. If you 
want to make your meaning clear to your reader, you will carefully 
choose the tone you use in your writing.

A piece of writing may have all exclamatory sentences! This is 
much like a text in all caps! It shows strong emotion through-
out! It may indicate a tone of anger or excitement depending 
on whether the subject is presented negatively or positively!
Do you think that question marks might indicate doubt 
about a subject? If writing is all questions, wouldn’t it have 
a doubtful tone? Wouldn’t you think the writer is suspicious 
about the truth of the subject?
If you use all imperative sentences, stop. Remember that 
using all imperative sentences seems overly bossy. Reserve 
imperative sentences for when you really need them. Establish 
a bossy tone with lots of imperatives if that’s what you want.

A declarative sentence makes a statement and ends with a period.
 Pearls come from oysters.

An interrogative sentence asks a question and ends with a question 
mark.

 Did you know pearls can be farmed?

An imperative sentence gives a command or makes a request and 
usually ends with a period. The subject is usually understood to be you.

 Read on to learn about pearl farming.

An exclamatory sentence shows strong feeling and ends with an 
exclamation point.

 Pearls are an amazing part of God’s creation!
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.

Notice the tone in the  
following text and pictures 
of imaginary running oysters. 
(Oysters don’t really have legs!)

!

?

.
The cages are open!

The cages are open?

The cages are open.
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Lesson 1132 Writing & Grammar 6

• write a definition paragraph.

I WILL

DEFINITION PARAGRAPH
Writing Explanations Effectively
You’ve learned a lot in school. Many new words and ideas have been explained 
to you. One way your textbooks may explain things is with a definition para-
graph. On the next page you’ll see a definition paragraph that might be found 
in a textbook or an informational book about space. Even books you read for 
fun may use definition paragraphs. For example the opening chapter of The 
Hobbit provides a definition paragraph about a hobbit, so that readers under-
stand the character they’ll be following through the story. Encyclopedias or 
wikis on the internet have many definition paragraphs for simpler concepts. 
Even the longer articles are basically definition paragraphs working together to 
develop the larger concept more fully.
How should you plan and write a definition paragraph from a biblical worldview? 
Writing from a biblical worldview brings together all the aspects of writing that 
imitate God as Creator. God is honored by writing that shows the following 
characteristics: its content includes verity; its expression has clarity; its purpose 
stems from charity; its tone shows sincerity; and its craft demonstrates dexter-
ity. Writing a definition paragraph is good practice for communicating other 
aspects of God’s truth in your writing.
A definition paragraph is information that explains a term, concept, idea, 
event, or object. It typically begins with a literal definition of the subject. You’ll 
often see literal definitions in your textbooks. They define a new term for you. 
Sometimes they’ll be in a box or bar in the margin. The dictionary is full of 
literal definitions. In a definition paragraph the literal definition is followed 
by other information that further develops a word picture of the subject. This 
information may add to the description or describe what the subject is not. The 
best definition paragraphs connect the new subject with something the reader 
is already familiar with. (By the way, you just read a definition paragraph!)

Special Features

 • Punctuation Station and Writing Workshop lessons throughout

 • Study Hacks boxes included in worktext

 • QR codes linking to AfterSchoolHelp in the worktext and 
teacher edition

 • Writer’s Notebook that guides students to create and maintain a 
writing notebook throughout the course

 • Integrated, scaffolded approach that teaches writing and 
grammar skills together

 • Learning targets in every lesson

 • Unique biblical worldview themes woven throughout

 • Hybrid design that blends elements from our elementary and 
secondary product lines, creating a ramp from elementary to 
middle school


