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2 1. What forms my beliefs?

 2. Why are my beliefs important to me?

 3. How do other people influence my beliefs?

UNIT OBJECTIVES
1. Apply reading strategies to analyze a text’s 

significant characteristics.

2. Practice collaborative and independent learning.

3. Create a collaborative multimedia oral 
presentation.

4. Evaluate a text’s effectiveness in communicating 
the author’s message.

5. Evaluate texts for alignment with biblical 
teaching.

6. Respond to texts from the perspective of biblical 
teaching.

7. Publish responses to literary and informational 
texts.

8. Connect a text to its cultural context.

UNIT CONTENTS
 109 from The Bhagavad Gita
 117 The Lion-Makers
 121 Pan Gu and the Creation of the 

Universe
 125 Song of P’eng-ya
 125 Green Creek
 131 The blossom’s tint
 131 This autumn night
 136 Poetry Multimedia Project
 139 The Pumpkin Seeds
 145 The Raven and the Star Fruit
 153 The Mountain of the Men & the 

Mountain of the Women
 161 The Heroic Fisherman: The Munjurr 

Myth
 167 The Garden-Party
 179 The Frill
 188 Unit 2 Writing Reflection
 190 Unit 2 Review
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Esther
AUTHOR Anonymous  ILLUSTRATOR Meel Tamphanon

The events of the book of Esther took place in 
the Persian Empire, a large and powerful king-
dom that stretched from India to Ethiopia. This 
empire was known for being well organized and 
tolerant of different cultures and religions. After 
the Babylonian captivity in 586 BC, many Jews 
lived in exile. When the Persians conquered Bab-
ylon in 539 BC, they allowed the Jews to return 
to their homeland, but many stayed in the newly 
conquered lands. The story of Esther shows 
how the Jewish people survived and fit into this 
foreign culture. Esther’s life is deeply rooted in 
the Jewish experience in the Persian Empire. The 
story reveals the challenges Jews faced while 

living in a foreign land, balancing their own tradi-
tions with those of Persian culture. The context of 
the luxurious Persian court highlights Ahasuerus’s 
palace, full of grand banquets and political plots. 
Esther, a Jewish woman who becomes queen, 
follows her cousin’s instruction to hide her 
identity. The story emphasizes the social ranks 
and court life in Persia, with characters like King 
Ahasuerus, Queen Esther, and Haman displaying 
the power struggles and politics surrounding the 
throne. The ideas of honor and shame are essen-
tial, too, as Haman’s plot against the Jews and his 
downfall are tied to issues of status and revenge. 

T H E  
B O O K  O F

World Literature is a comprehensive world literature course designed 
to guide students through rich, diverse literary selections while 
building strong reading comprehension, critical-thinking, and 
writing skills. The program replaces traditional literary-element 
instruction with the structured Reading Process Approach and a 
teaching cycle that support students from guided instruction to 
independent learning. With built-in discussion questions, writing 
support, and biblical themes throughout, this course helps students 
study different genres of literature deeply while connecting universal 
themes in writing to their personal life and Christian faith.

Reading Process Approach
Students are guided through a structured reading 
cycle that includes pre-reading, during reading, 
and post-reading strategies. This approach helps 
students build comprehension skills step by step 
while learning how to interact with complex texts.

Gradual Release Teaching Cycle
Instruction moves from teacher-led modeling to 
collaborative practice and finally to independent 
application. This structure ensures students are 
supported as they develop confidence and mastery 
of reading skills.

Guided Inquiry Through Questions
Essential Questions, Big Questions, and During 
Reading questions are used throughout each 
unit and selection to promote critical thinking, 
discussion, and deeper understanding of texts.

Biblical Themes Integration
World Literature is studied through a biblical 
worldview lens, highlighting themes of Creation 
order, wisdom, justice, love, contentment, and 
family to help students connect reading with 
biblical truth and life application.

Student Edition
World Literature Student Edition contains all reading 
selections, structured learning supports, writing 
assignments, multimedia projects, vocabulary help, 
and rubrics. It is designed to actively guide students 
through each unit with built-in questions and 
activities that support comprehension and reflection.

Teacher Edition
World Literature Teacher Edition provides full 
instructional support, including the teaching cycle, 
lesson plans, strategies for instruction, assessment 
guidance, answer keys for the Student Edition, and a 
recommended core lesson sequence to help teachers 
efficiently plan and deliver instruction.

Assessments
The Assessments includes quizzes, unit tests, 
and a final exam review. These tools measure 
comprehension, reading skills, and application of 
literary understanding while aligning with the unit 
objectives and reading strategies.

Assessments Answer Key
The Assessments Answer Key includes all the answers 
for the Assessments.

Through World Literature
A JOURNEY

eTexts of student and teacher materials, along with resources 
referenced in the Teacher Edition, are available in BJU Press Trove.

MATERIALS


