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“Cap’n, can we fit through the Strait of Dover?” I 
asked Old Stormie.

Old Stormie looked through his giant spyglass. He 
had to stand in the bow to use it so it wouldn’t bang 
the masts. “Aye,” he said. “It’ll be a tight squeeze, mate, 
but we can make it.”

I was mounted on my horse, keepin’ watch on the 
foredeck. As those black cliffs of Dover came closer and 
closer, I started tremblin’ in my boots. “Cap’n, sir, it’s like 
to be a close ’un,” I said.

But Old Stormie was already thunderin’ orders. 
“Swab the sides of the ship with soap! On the double! 
That may just get us through without scrapin’ the cliffs!”

Sure enough, mates. We used every last bar of 
whale-blubber soap onboard. We just managed to 
clear those cliffs, but not without scrapin’ our soapy 
sides against the crags. Those white cliffs of Dover? 
That was our doin’. So much soap came off on the black 
cliffs that they’re now white, and they’ll stay white till 
the end of time.

I never sailed with Stormie after that voyage, but 
the old salts say he could guide that ship through the 
strongest gales and roughest waves on the sea. And 
then there was his tangle with the octopus—but alas, 
mates. That’s a tale for another day.
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I only sailed once with Cap’n Alfred Bulltop 
Stormalong. Old Stormalong, or Stormie as we 
dubbed him, was the biggest sailor man you ever 
did see. The old salts say he measured four fathoms 
from head to toe. He ate his chowder from a 
rowboat and picked his teeth with an oar. Stormie 
piloted a ship called the Courser with a mainsail 
that touched the stars. That schooner was so wide 
she couldn’t fit in the Boston Harbor. She had to 
drop anchor way out in the deeps where she 
wouldn’t bump any islands to another spot on 
the map. The Courser was so long that her crew 
rode horses to get from bow to stern.

Back to my tale, mates. The one time I 
sailed with Old Stormie, a nor’easter blew 
up right alongside us. Stormie turned 
that ship in the other direction and 
sailed league after league against 
the wind. We ended up in the 
North Sea. We would have to 
come back through the 
English Channel. 

82

Henry Ford built his first car when he was thirty-
three years old. It was called the Quadricycle. His 
vision was to produce quality cars that hard-
working people could afford. To keep costs 
down, his company produced parts used to 
build the cars. Henry even bought a railroad 
and steamships to transport the cars.

Henry Ford set up assembly lines to help 
produce cars faster. Each worker had one job to 
do on each car, and a large belt moved the cars 
from one worker to the next.

Even though he was not very religious, Ford 
recognized the importance of treating his workers 
well. He doubled their wages to $5 a day. He 
shortened the work week to eight hours a day, five 
days a week. As a result, his workers were loyal and 
produced more cars than ever before. His business 
grew, and within one year he was able to pay his 
employees $6 a day. His business was successful 
because he followed the biblical principle of paying 
his employees what their work was worth. Following 
God’s design benefits everyone, whether they know 
God or not.

Henry FordHenry FordHenry Ford
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“Make the best quality 
of goods possible at the 
lowest cost possible, paying 
the highest wages possible.” 
— H e n r y  F O r d

A Ford assembly line 
producing Model T cars
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Heritage Studies 4 presents the cultural geography of the fifty 
states and five territories according to their regions. Students 
will examine the history of each state and territory as well as 
an overview of American history. Students will analyze in-
dividual actions, pivotal decisions, and cultural movements 
from a biblical worldview. This course also teaches students to 
assess the impact of the Christian faith on state and territorial 
culture, citizenship, environment, and economy.

Geographic Layout
The course content is organized according to the major 
regions and sub-regions of the United States and includes 
all fifty states along with the five inhabited United States 
territories. Each chapter in the student edition provides an 
overview of a specific region followed by discussions of 
each state in that region.  

Scenic Visuals
The course includes numerous captivating illustrations 
including maps, artwork, infographics, and more, to create 
an appealing book that students will enjoy. Full-page 
illustrations also invite students to experience unique 
aspects of culture in a state or territory. The overall look and 
feel of the course builds on the previous Heritage Studies 
courses as well as other fourth grade subject materials. 

Literary Insights
Each chapter includes a literature or music selection which 
represents the region being covered. These excerpts will 
give students emotional and intriguing insights into the 
history, environment, and culture of each region.  

State Notebook Activities  
Each chapter concludes with a state notebook lesson that 
discusses a general aspect of a state’s history, government, 
economy, environment, or culture in-depth. Students 
will then explore that particular aspect in a state of their 
choice. By the end of the academic year, students will have 
constructed a state notebook with detailed discussions of 
multiple facets of their chosen state. 

Student Edition
The student edition leads students through an 
organized study of American states and territories by 
geographic region. Engaging lessons give students 
unique insights into the history, religion, and culture 
of each region. The student edition also contains 
numerous feature boxes highlighting physical 
landmarks, notable figures, cultural aspects, and 
more! Each chapter also includes a literature or music 
selection to give students a sense of the hardships and 
dreams of peoples within a specific region.

Teacher Edition 
The teacher edition features a four-step teaching 
cycle—engage, instruct, apply, and assess—along with 
numerous exciting activities that will inspire critical 
thinking in students. Teachers will be able to deliver 
lesson content aided by games and videos on Trove. 
The teacher edition also includes select boxes for 
differentiated instruction to assist students with varied 
learning styles. 

Activities
The student activities offers opportunities for students 
to apply higher-level thinking skills, use graphic 
organizers, label maps, and more. It also includes 
chapter reviews and study guides.

Assessments
The assessments packet includes eleven chapter tests 
as well as designated quizzes for each chapter.  

Answers to the student activities and assessments are also 
available.
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